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FOREWORD 


1 have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
School  Health  Service  in  Denbighshire  for  the  year  1958,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  due  to  a magnificent  effort  by  the 
staff,  the  Routine  Medical  Examination  of  children  only  just 
fell  below  the  average  level  despite  the  very  heavy  pro- 
gramme of  Poliomyelitis  vaccination. 

In  1957  the  School  Health  Service  celebrated  its  50th 
Birthday  and  all  Principal  School  Medical  Officers  were 
invited  to  review  their  Services.  A brief  study  of  the  past 
can  be  very  instructive  and  although  it  was  evident  to  me  that 
much  had  been  achieved  in  Denbighshire  since  the  inception 
of  the  School  Health  Service,  1 could  not  help  being  some- 
what perturbed  by  the  present  situation.  The  social  progress 
achieved  during  the  half  century  tinder  consideration,  has 
meant  that  the  overt  symptoms  and  signs  of  poverty  no  longer 
exist.  'Today  it  is  very  seldom  that  a child  is  found  to  be 
suffering  from  deficiency  diseases  such  as  rickets,  various 
anaemias,  mal-nutrition  or  skin  diseases,  loday,  the  entire 
resources  of  the  National  Health  Service  are  at  the  disposal 
of  the  children,  and  much  of  the  routine  medical  examination 
'-of  school  children  would  seem  to  be  somewhat  superfluous 
'under  these  circumstances.  The  Ministry  of  Education  has 
recognised  the  need  for  a re-alignment  of  the  resources  of 
the  School  Health  Service  and  the  School  Health  Service 
(Handicapped  Pupils)  Regulations  have  been  amended  so  that 
the  Local  Education  Authority  wishing  to  amend  the  pattern 
of  their  School  Health  Service  might  do  so  on  receipt  of  the 
Ministry’s  approval.  As  indicated  in  the  body  of  the  report, 
it  is  anticipated  that  in  the  near  future  a memorandum  will 
be  submitted  on  the  desirability  of  continuing  with  the 
Routine  Medical  Inspection  of  the  Second  \ge  Groffps.  1 he 
Termination  of  this  Medical  Examination  would  necessitate 
the  introduction  of  alternative  services,  and  this  has  already 
begun  in  this  County. 

During  the  year,  Hearing  Acuity  Tests  have  been  con- 
ducted at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  Schools. 
Staff  who  had  learnt  Special  Nearing  Testing  techniques  at 
Manchester,  have  tested  the  hearing  acuity  of  all  Infants 
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attending  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  while  the  Pure  Tone 
Audiometer  has  been  used  to  test  children  at  the  Primary 
Schools.  I he  results  obtained  so  far  have  not  been  dramatic, 
but  much  benefit  has  been  derived  by  these  slightly  deaf 
children  whose  handicap  has  been  recognised  and  compensated, 
for  by  the  understanding  and  special  consideration  they 
receive  from  the  teacher.  Futhermore,  expansion  of  the 
Ophthalmic  Services  has  permitted  a more  comprehensive  and 
earlier  vision  testing  of  children,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  in 
due  course  it  will  be  possible  to  test  the  vision  of  children 
much  more  regularly  than  at  present. 

Other  specialised  services  which  have  been  launched,  such 
as  Speech  Therapy  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination,  did  not  operate 
as  effectively  as  previously.  Owing-  to  the  paramount 
importance  of  vaccinating  the  children  against  Poliomyelitis, 
it  was  decided  to  limit  B.'C.G.  vaccination  to  contacts. 

The  Speech  Therapy  declined  because  of  the  departure 
of  Miss  Cole  to  undertake  matrimonial  duties.  Her  departure 
was  regretted  for  she  was  the  first  Speech  Therapist 
appointed,  and  the  high  standard  of  the  work  was  due  to 
her  enthusiasm  and  industry.  Despite  repeated  advertise- 
ments, it  was  not  until  December,  1958,  that  Mrs.  Masters- 
commenced  duties.  Similarly,  it  has  been  fruitless  en- 
deavouring to  recruit  new  School  Dental  Officers  and  the 
staff  position  is  gradually  deteriorating.  As  a temporary 
expedient,  it  was  recommended  that  an  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  should  be  employed  who  could  adminster  Dental 
Anaesthesia,  thus  relieving  one  Dental  Officer  for  purely 
dental  duties.  The  Education  Committee  recommended  this 
to  the  appropriate  Committee  of  the  County  Council,  but  as 
yet  no  decision  has  been  reached.  In  the  meantime,  many 
school  children  are  not  receiving  the  conservative  dental 
treatment  which  would  be  of  life-long  benefit  to  them.  This 
is  particularly  tragic  when  it  is  appreciated  that  if  a child 
leaves  school,  having  had  first-class  dental  treatment,  the 
teeth  will  continue  in.  good  condition,  for  many  years 
despite  subsequent  neglect. 

At  the  time  -of  writing,  the  resignation  of  one  of  the 
younger  Dental  Officers  has  been  received,  and  this  has 
placed  the  future  of  the  School  Dental  Service  in  jeopardy. 
Within  the  next  3 or  4 years,  it  can  be  anticipated  that  the 
Service  will  become  extinct,  and  in  another  5 years  or  so,  a 


larg-e  proportion  of  the  School-leavers  will  he  edentulous  or 
the  proud  possessors  of  ;i  complete  set  of  dentures. 

As  in  previous  years  much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
Handicapped  Pupils.  The  Ascertainment,  Assessment  and 
Treatment  of  the  various  classes  of  handicapped  children, 
demand  dim  cal  ability,  acumen,  and  an  appreciation  of  the 
innumerable  facets  to  each  problem. 

in  this  work  the  Depai  tment  has  had  valuable  assistance 
and  co-operation  from  the  North  Wales  Child  Guidance 

Clinic.  The  team — most  ably  led  by  Dr.  Simmons has 

treated  more  children  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  as  the 
service  is  jointly  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  Local  Education  Authority  (and  is  therefore  a combined 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  and  Centre  Service)  it  has  successfully 
merged  the  preventive  and  therapeutic  aspects  of  the  work. 

However,  the  Health  of  the  School  child  is  the  concern 
of  manyi  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  constantly  improving 
standards  of  hygiene  and  sanitation  that  is  occurring  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Architect.  Similarly,  the 
improvements  made  in  School  canteens  are  beneficial  and 
will  substantially  reduce  the  risk  of  food  poisoning.  It 
reflects  much  credit  on  the  staff  that  clean,  wholesome  food 
has  been  prepared  at  some  of  the  School  Meals  Service 
Canteens.  L ndoubtedly,  it  has  necessitated  constant  super- 
vision and  the  maintenance  of  high  standards  of  hygiene.  The 
general  cleanliness  of  school  buildings,  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  satisfactory,  and  action  by  the  Department  has  rarely 
been  needed.  The  co-operation  between  the  School  Health 
Service  and  Teaching  Staff  has  been  close  and  cordial,  but 
it  would  be  of  undoubted  benefit  if  one  or  two  liaison  meet- 
ings were  arranged  annually,  at  which  mutual  problems  could 
be  discussed.  T he  School  Health  Service  derived  considerable 
profit  from  meetings  with  Headteachers  during  the  past  vear. 

From  the  administrative  standpoint,  the  most  significant 
event  of  the  year  was  the  departure  of  Mr.  Edward  Rees, 
the  Director  tif  Education,  to  become  Principal  of  Bangor 
Normal  College,  and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Glyn  Davies  from 
Montgomeryshire.  The  smooth  transition  from  the  depart- 
ing to  the  arriving,  was  due  in  great  measure  to  the  Deputy 
Director,  Mr.  Tdwaal  Dodd. 

The  School  Health  Service  extended  to  Mr.  Rees,  on  his 
departure,  its  gratitude  and  best  wishes,  and  to  Mr.  Glvn 
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Davies  on  his  arrival,  a cordial  welcome  and  the  assurance 
that  he  would  also  receive  the  co-operation  and  loyal 
support  that  was  given  to  his  predecessor. 

Finally,  1 wish  to  record  my  appreciation  to  the  staff  of 
the  School  Health  Service  for  having  supported  me  so 
loyally  throughout  the  year;  to  Dr.  Thomas,  the  Deputy 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer,  my  indebtedness  for  having 
been  mainly  responsible  for  the  compilation  of  this  Report, 
and  to  the  Chairman,  Mrs.  D.  Dodd,  the  Vice-Chairman, 
Councillor  Watkin  Lloyd,  and  the  members  of  the  Attendance 
and  Medical  Inspection  Committee,  my  gratitude  for 
invaluable  inspiration  and  advice. 

M.  T.  ISLWYN  JONES, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 


County  Health  Department, 
16,  Grosvenor  Road, 
WREXHAM. 

April,  1959. 
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Denbighshire  Education  Committee 


Report  of  the  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  Year  1958 


General  School  Statistics. 

Total  number  of  schools  



198 

Total  school  population  

...  28,833 

Type  of  School. 

No.  of 
Schools 

No.  of 
children  in 
attendance 

Primary  Schools 

169 

18.299 

Secondary  Modern  Schools  

16 

5.325 

Secondary  Grammar  Schools 

9 

4,253 

Bilateral  

1 

662 

Secondary  Technical  School  (Students 
in  full-time  attendance)  

1 

231 

Special  Schools: 

LJangwyfan  Hospital  Special 
School  

1 

43 

Alexandra  Special  School  for 
Educationally  Sub  - Normal 
Children,  Wrexham  

1 

20 

School  Medical  Inspections. 

\.  Perodic  Inspections — these  include 

examinations  of 

(1)  School  Entrants — children  in  their  first  ye; 
attendance. 

nr  of  school 

(2)  Second  Age  Group — children  aged  10 
(usually  in  their  last  year  of  attendance 

years  plus 
at  a junior 

school). 

(3)  School  Leavers — children  in  their  last  year  of  com- 
pulsory school  attendance. 
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B.  Additional  Periodic  Inspections — include  examination  of 

(1)  Children  of  4 years  and  5 years  of  age  who  were 
examined  previously  as  school  entrants. 

(2)  Children  beyond  their  last  year  of  compulsory  school 
attendance  (i.e.  these  children  are  examined  annually 
until  they  leave  school). 

C.  Re- Inspections  — examinations  of  children  requiring 

observation  following  previous  periodic  inspections. 

D.  Special  Inspections— include  examination  of  children  re- 

ferred by  school  teachers,  parents  and  others, 
together  with  absentees  from  previous  periodic 
inspections. 

Table  No.  1. 

Children  Medically  Examined  at  School 


Age  Group  / 

No.  Examined 

(a)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Entrants 

2254 

Second-age  group 

1652 

Leavers  ... 

2612 

Additional  periodic  inspections 

1585 

8103 

(b)  Other  Inspections. 

No.  of  special  inspections 

745 

No.  of  re-inspections  ... 

2337 

i 

1 

3082 
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Table  No.  2. 

Comparative  Table  of  Annual  Total  Examinations 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956  1957 

i 

1958 

Periodic 
Medical 
Inspections  ... 

8344 

9342 

7459 

i 

8450  9088 

8103 

Other 

Inspections  ... 

1410 

2227 

3068 

i 

3209  4367 

3082 

Totals  

9754 

11569 

10527 

11659  13455 

11185 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to 
curtail  routine  school  medical  inspections  to  allow  the  staff 
to  take  part  in  the  pulioymelitis  vaccination  scheme.  Later 
in  the  year  however,  a substantial  inroad  was  made  into 
the  inevitable  accumulation  of  work  so  that  the  total 
number  of  medical  examinations  performed  was  only  2,270 
less  than  in  the  previous  year. 


The  present  system  of  school  medical  inspection  needs 
reviewing.  The  pattern  of  disease  is  entirely  different  from 
what  it  was  fifty  years  ago  at  the  inception  of  the  school 
Health  Service.  The  emphasis  is  no  longer  placed  on  the 
detection  and  treatment  of  established  defects  in  school 
children  but  rather  on  the  promotion  of  positive  health  and 
the  practice  of  preventive  medicine  and  health  education 
in  schools. 


The  number  of  children  with  defects  requiring  treat- 
ment is  now  so  very  small,  in  comparison  with  the  number 
of  children  examined  at  periodic  inspections,  that  it  is 
questionable  whether  the  time  and  abilities  of  the  medical 
staff  are  being  utilised  to  the  best  advantage  under  the 
present  system. 
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It  is  however  premature  to  abolish  the  periodic 
inspection  entirely.  It  should  be  retained  for  school 
entrants  and  leavers  whilst  other  procedures  for  the 
detection  of  defects  are  applied  to  the  intermediate  age 
group.  This  would  enable  the  school  medical  officers  and 
nurses  to  give  more  time  and  energy  to  other  important 
aspects  of  the  School  Health  Service." 
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Tabl«  No.  3. 

General  Condition  of  Pupils  Examined  at  Periodic  Inspections 


Age  Groups 
Inspected 
(By  year  of 
birth) 

No.  of  pupils  inspected 

Physical  Cc 
Pupils  It 

S i 

c 

u £ 

C p 

<J  *3 

u-  c 

£ ° 

ct  . _ 

c n 

'z  & 

mdition  of 
is  pec  ted 

CM 

>.  ° 

£ 

0 ~ 

rt  £ 

1 u 

5 c 

O vO 

Z 2s 

a) 

(2) 

(3)  (4) 

(5)  (6) 

1954  and 

later 

637 

635  99.84 

1 .16 

1953 

1465 

1462  99.79 

3 .21 

1952 

824 

823  99.87 

1 .13 

1951 

133 

133  100..0 

— — 

1950 

31 

31  100.0 

— — 

1949 

26 

26  100.0 

1948 

816 

815  99.87 

1 ,.3 

1947 

1038 

1034  99.61 

4 .39 

1946 

46 

46  100.0 

1945 

19 

19  100.0 

— — 

1944 

1060 

1060  100.0 

— — 

1943  and  earlier 

2008 

i 

2007  99.95 

1 .05 

Total 

8103 

8092  99.86 

11  .14 

Table  No.  3 emphasises  the  high  standard  of  nutrition 
and  general  health  maintained  by  our  schoolchildren,  the 
numbers  classified  as  ‘unsatisfactory’  being  so  small  as  to 
be  almost  negligible. 
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Table  iNo.  4. 

\n:  lvs.'  of  defects  found  at  Periodic  Inspections  during 
the  veur  ended  31st  December.  1958. 


o 

v 

P o 
U 

(1) 

PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

TOTAL 
(iucl.  all  other 
age  group* 
inspected) 

Defect  or  Disease 
(2) 

Entrants  | 

Leavers 

^ Requiring 
“ Treatment 

q Requiring 
Observation 

S3  Requiring 
w Treatment 

^ Requiring 
® Observation 

q Requiring 
^ Treatment 

£3  Requiring 
w Observation 

4 

Skin  

- 1 

39 

2 

21 

5 ! 

121 

5 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

29 

144 

69 

162 

233 

606 

(b)  Squint  

14 

36 

5 

7 

27 

74 

(c)  Other  

1 

7 

1 

9 

3 

27 

6 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing  

1 

13 

i 

7 

5 

40 

(b)  Otitis  Media  

2 

11 

1 

3 

3 

24 

(c)  Other  

— 

1 

9 

— 

21 

7 

Nose  and  Throat  

13 

211 

2 

36 

25 

389 

8 

Speech  

5 

29 

4 

3 

13 

60 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands  

44 

8 

80 

10 

Heart  

2 

15 

7 

4 

37 

11 

Lungs  

2 

64 

1 

18 

3 

128 

12 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

9 

— 

1 

z 

iy 

fb)  Other  

— 

3 

■ 

4 

— 

19 

13 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

i 

5 

— 

19 

4 

57 

(b)  Feet  

3 

30 

4 

22 

10 

104 

(c)  Other  

2 

54 

4 

1 22 

11 

135 

14 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy  

— 

6 

1 

6 

1 

21 

(b)  Other  

— 

6 



4 

27 

15 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development  

1 

8 

— 

2 

16 

(h)  Stability  

1 

8 

1 

3 

1 ^ 

22 

16 

Abdomen  

1 

8 

1 

2 

18 

17 

Other  

— 

20 

1 

! 11 

i 2 

46 

16 


Table  No.  5. 

Analysis  of  Defects  found  at  Special  Inspections  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958. 


Defect 
Code  No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

Special  Inspections 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

4 

Skin  

— 

8 

5 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

36 

46 

(b)  Squint  

— 

9 

(c)  Other  



6 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing  .... 

3 

5 

(b)  Otitis  Media 



6 

(c)  Other  

• 

2 

7 

Nose  and  throat  ... 

4 

27 

8 

Speech  

2 

11 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands 



10 

Heart  

— 

7 

11 

Lungs  

3 . 

14 

12 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  



3 

(b)  Other  

• 



13 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

6 

(b)  Feet  

2 

8 

(c)  Other  

1 

10 

14 

Nervous  System  : 
(a)  Epilepsy  

6 

(b)  Other  

1 

5 

15 

Psychological : 
(a)  Develop- 
mental 

3 

(b)  Stability  .... 

— - 

4 

16 

Abdomen  

— • 

1 

17 

Other  

'y 

0 

17 


Verminous  Children. 

School  Nurses  made  45,900  inspections  of  schoolchildren 
during  the  year  and  infestation  with  nits  or  lice  was  found 
in  1,335  cases,  a reduction  of  167  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

Although  the  position  is  undoubtedly  improving  year 
bv  year,  there  is  no  room  for  complacency.  There  is  a hard 
core  of  families  who,  perhaps  due  more  to  apathy  than  to 
ignorance,  allow  their  children  to  become  infested  and  re- 

O 1 

infested. 

It  is  essential  that  the  school  nurses  continue  to  strive 
to  educate  these  persistent  offenders  to  conform  to  the 
accepted  standards  of  hygiene  and  to  realise  their  family  and 
community  responsibilities. 


Table  No.  6. 

Diseases  of  the  Skin. 
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■ 

! 

| 

No.  of  cases  treated  or  under 
treatment  by  the  authority  during 
the  year 

Ringworm  : 

(1)  Scalp  

(2)  Body  

Scabies  

Impetigo  

27 

Other  skin  diseases  

31 

Total  

58 

Again  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  skin  diseases,  seen  at  the  minor  ailments  clinics. 


Table  No.  7. 


Diseases  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Pupils  Treated  in  Hospital 


No.  of  Schoolchildren 
treated 

A.  Received  Operative  Treatment: 

(1)  For  diseases  of  the  enr  

35 

(2)  For  adenoids  and  chronic 
tonsilitis  

338 

(3)  For  other  nose  and  throat 
conditions  

128 

B.  Other  forms  of  treatment  

214 

Total  

715 

20 


Tonsillectomy. 

Table  No.  8. 

Number  of  Schoolchildren  found  on  Periodic  Inspection 
to  have  undergone  Tonsillectomy. 


No.  Examined 

No.  found  to 
have  had 
tonsillectomy 

Total 

Examined 

Total  No  of 
Tonsil- 
lectomies 

Entrants. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys  Girls 

1152 

1102 

67 

61 

2254 

128 

1 

2nd  Age 

Group 

749 

903 

102 

97 

1652 

199 

Leavers 

1204 

1408 

73 

61 

2612 

134 

Additional 

Periodic 

Inspections 

764 

821 

56 

. 

. 

38 

1585 

94 

Grand  Total 

3869 

4234 

1 298 

257 

8103 

555 

Although  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
children  who  have  undergone  tonsillectomy,  it  is  too  early 
yet  to  draw  conclusions.  Significant  trends  will  become 
apparent  only  after  this  survey  has  been  repeated  over  a 
number  of  wars. 
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Defective  Hearing. 

It  was  possible  during  the  year  to  perform  screening 
tests  of  hearing  by  means  of  the  pure-tone  audiometer  in  a 
limited  number  of  primary  schools.  The  number  of  children 
tested  amounted  to  2,17*3,  of  whom  15  were  referred  for 
further  investigation  and  treatment  as  suffering  from 
significant  degrees  of  deafness. 

The  use  of  the  audiometer  enables  partial  deafness  to 
be  detected  which  would  otherwise  pass  unrecognised,  giving 
rise  to  possible  behaviour  disorder  and  backwardness  at 
school. 

Thus  our  aim  ultimately  is  to  carry  out  routine 
audiometry  on  all  school  entrants  in  addition  to  testing  other 
groups  of  children  suffering  from  conditions  commonly 
associated  with  deafness,  for  example,  emotional  disturbance, 
backwardness,  defective  speech,  cerebal  palsy  and  the  like. 


Defects  of  the  Eyes. 

It  will  be  noted  from  table  No.  9 that  compared  with 
1957,  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
schoolchildren  dealt  with  under  the  hospital  service  and  a 
corresponding  decrease  in  the  numbers  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

This  was  due  to  an  extension  of  facilities  available  at 
the  Ophthalmic  Department  of  the  Maelor  General  Hospital, 
Wrexham,  where  previously  it  was  possible  to  deal  with 
only  a strictly  limited  number  of  schoolchildren. 

If  the  hospital  ophthalmic  services  continue  to  expand 
in  this  direction  it  may,  at  some  future  date,  be  justifiable 
to  curtail  the  number  of  sessions  allocated  to  the  County 
Ophthalmologist  at  the  School  Eye  Clinics,  but  at  present 
it  is  essential  to  maintain  the  School  Ophthalmic  Service 
operating  at  the  various  centres  throughout  the  County  to 
ensure  that  schoolchildren  receive  prompt  treatment. 

The  County  Ophthalmologist,  Dr.  Mary  Rowland 
Hughes  reports: — 

“School  Eye  Clinics  have  been  held  regularly  in 
Wrexham,  Denbigh,  Colwyn  Bay,  Llanrwst  and  t hirk  and 
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have  been  well  attended.  I he  Health  Visitors  continue  to 
test  the  visual  acuity  of  all  children  of  live  years  of  age  as 
they  enter  the  schools — and  some  even  younger  where  there 
are’  kindergartens.  Marked  errors  of  refraction  and  cases  ; 
of  congenital  amblyopia  are  thus  treated  early  with  the 
increased  chance  to  the  child  of  good  sight  on  growing  up. 

One  child  who  is  partially-sighted,  and  for  other 
reasons  was  unsuitable  to  be  sent  away  to  a special  school 
for  this  condition,  continues  to  make  progress  at  ar.  ordinary 
day  school  where  she  employs  her  own  aids  to  vision. 

Where  necessary  children  have  been  referred  to  the 
appropriate  hospital  clinics  for  treatment  for  strabismus  and 
other  conditions. 

It  appears  that  fewer  children  are  misusing  the 
television  screens  and  that  parents  are  taking  more  care  in 
exercising  control  of  this  as  fewer  children  are  presenting 
themselves  with  headaches  and  ocular  symptoms,  which  tin 
assessment,  prove  only  to  be  due  to  abuse  in  the  use  of  good 
eyes.  However,  an  otherwise  untroublesome  minor  ei  roi 
of  refraction  is  sometimes  brought  to  light  by  use  of 
television. 

The  younger  the  children  are  brought  forward  with 
defective  eyesight  and  squints,  the  better  is  the  ultimate 
vision  obtained,  and  it  is  hoped  that  parents  and  teachers 
will  co-operate  to  bring  suspect  children  early  to  the  clinics 
and  help  the  work  of  the  health  visitors.” 


Table  No.  9. 


Treatment  of  Eye  Defects. 


No.  of 

Schoolchildren  dealt 
by  the 

with 

Authority 

Hospital 

Service 

Errors  of  refraction 

1957 

(in- 

1958 

1957 

1958 

eluding  squint)  1139 

Number  of  pupils  for 
whom  spectacles  were: 

802 

480 

897 

Prescribed 

462 

257 

277 

401 

Orthopaedic  Defects. 

51  Denbighshire  pupils  were  treated  as  in-patients  at 
Gobowen  Hospital.  Out-patients  clinics  are  held  under  the 
hospital  service  at  Cefn  Mawr,  Llanrwst,  Colwvn  Bay, 
Denbigh  and  Wrexham. 


Minor  Ailments. 

Treatment  is  administered  by  the  school  nurses  at  the 
set  clinics  throughout  the  County.  228  pupils  attended  for 
treatment  during  the  year. 


Speech  Therapy. 

This  Service  received  a considerable  set-back  when 
the  speech  therapist,  Miss  Cole  terminated  her  appointment 
in  April,  1958.  Her  successor,  Mrs.  Masters  who  covers  the 
eastern  half  of  the  County  was  not  appointed  until  the 
following  December  and  during  this  interim  period  the 
number  of  children  awaiting  treatment  in  East  Denbighshire 
increased  to  264 
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Unfortunately  we  have  hitherto  been  unsuccessful  in 
obtaining  the  services  of  a Speech  Therapist  to  cover 
West  Denbighshire. 

T*Jble  No.  10. 

Analysis  of  Work  Performed  by  the  Speech  Therapist 


Clinic 

1 

No.  of 
Half  Day 
Sessions 

No.  of  Cases 

Treated 

No.  of  Cases 
Discharged 

No.  of  Cases 
awaiting 
Treatment 

1 Grosvenor  Road, 
Wrexham  

Gatefield,  Wrexham  ... 

l51 

60 

— - 

206 

Rhos  

16 

17 

— 

34 

Colwyn  Bav  

20 

23 

— • 

— 

Cefn  

25 

25 

- 

— 

24 

Total  

! 

112 

125 

264 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools  ...  5.  No.  of  Home  Visits  ...  — 


Analysis  of  New  Cases 


Defects  of  Organic  Origin 

(a)  Cleft  Palate  

(b)  Spasticity  

(c)  Deafness  

(d)  Dvsphonia  


Defects  of  Functional  Origin 


(a)  Stammerers  12 

(b)  Dvslalia  19 

(c)  Dvsphonia  — 

(d)  Stigmatism  5 

(e)  Others  — 


Education  in  Hospital. 


Sick  children  at  the  Maelor  General  Hospital,  Wrexham, 
continue  to  have  the  benefit  of  instruction  from  the  hospital 
tutor,  Miss  Morris  |ones,  who  reports  as  follows: — 

"During'  the  year  1958,  tuition  has  been  given  at  the 
Maelor  General  Hospital  to  123  children,  whose  stay  in 
hospital  ranged  from  one  to  thirteen  weeks,  as  well  as  to 
29  others  whose  stay  was  less  than  one  week.  49  children 
were  obliged  to  stay  for  over  a fortnight. 

The  ages  of  the  children  ranged  from  5 to  15  years. 
Of  those,  40  children  were  in  the  10  - 12  years  group. 
Several  of  this  particular  age  group  hoped,  naturally,  to  sit 
the  11  plus  examination  eventually;  and  they  themselves, 
and  their  parents — seemed  to  appreciate  the  opportunity 
available  to  them  to  continue  their  school  work  during  their 
stay  in  Hospital. 

The  work  continues  to  be  most  absorbing  and  most 
rewarding.  Most  of  the  children  are  interesting  and 
interested;  the  atmosphere  throughout  the  Children’s  Unit 
is  very  happy,  and  I cannot  speak  too  highly,  nor  too 
gratefully  of  the  assistance  given  to  me  by  the  Sisters  in 
Charge,  and  the  Nursing  Staff,  and  the  domestic  workers. 
The  Sisters  make  it  very  easy  and  very  pleasant  for  the 
‘School’  to  do  its  work.” 

Deaths  of  Schoolchildren. 

Deaths  due  to  the  various  causes  were  as  follows : 

Drowning  1 

Pulmonary  mestastases  1 

Secondary  carcinomatosis  1 

Acute  Cardiac  failure  1 

Renal  rickets  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  due  to  acute 
nephritis  1 

Renal  failure  1 

Hodgkins  disease  1 
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Toxaemia : 

(a)  due  to  severe  burns  

(b)  due  to  septicaemia  due  to 

bead  us  welchi  

Cardio  respiratory  failure  due  to 
poisoning  by  administration  of 
phenobarbitone  

Road  Accidents 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Table  No.  11. 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (exclud.ng 
Tuberculosis)  affecting  Schoolchildren  during  1958. 


Disease 

No.  of  Cases 

Whooping  Cough  

31 

Erysipelas  

1 

Measles  

463 

Scarlet  Sever  

46 

Pneumonia  

10 

Dysentery  

6 

Food  Poison ir-g  

60 

Total  

619 
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The  60  cases  of  food  poisoning  shown  on  Table  11 
represent  an  outbreak  which  occurred  in  a private  residential 
school  in  the  County.  The  necessary  measures  for  the  invest- 
igation and  control  of  this  outbreak  were  taken  by  the 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  area  and  there 
were  no  complications. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

226  pupils  were  given  primary  vaccination  and  217  were 
re-vaccinated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

99  pupils  were  given  a primary  course  of  injections  and 
327  were  given  reinforcing  injections. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccination  Scheme  was  extended  to  include  all  children 
up  to  15  years  of  age. 

By  the  end  of  1958,  11,480  schoolchildren  had  received 
2 injections  of  the  vaccine  and  3,164  had  received  a third  or 
^“booster”  injection. 

Tuberculosis. 

Table  No.  12. 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  Schoolchildren. 


Notifications  Received 

1958, 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

4 

10 

8 

16 

20 

29 

Non-Pulmonarv 

18 

Tuberculosis 

1 

9 

6 

6 

14 

Total  

5 

19 

14 

22 

38 

43 
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The  number  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  received  in 
respect  of  schoolchildren  is  the  lowest  on  record.  This  is 
indeed  most  encouraging  to  all  concerned  in  the  fight  against 
this  disease. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  close  liaison  existing  between 
the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  School  Health  Department  in- 
implementing  measures  of  prevention  and  control,  the 
following  incident  is  worthy  of  note: — 

A school  caretaker  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  after  having  been  referred  to  the 
Chest  Clinic  bv  his  own  doctor.  1 he  School  Health  Depart- 
ment was  informed  and  made  immediate  arrangements  tor  | 
the  pupils  at  the  school,  numbering  about  200,  to  be  given 
tuberculin  skin  tests.  Members  of  the  teaching  staff  weie  j 
advised  to  submit  themselves  for  chest  x-ray  examinations.  1 

Eleven  pupils  gave  strongly  “positive”  reactions  to  these 
tests  which  indicated  that  previously  they  had  become 
infected  with  tubercle  bacilli. 

These  children  and  their  families  were  then  examined 
at  the  chest  clinic. 

Careful  investigation  failed  to  reveal  any  source  of  I 
infection  to  which  the  children  could  have  been  exposed  other 
than  the  school  caretaker. 

Fortunately  none  of  the  children  developed  active 
tuberculosis. 


Table  No.  13.  Mass  Radiography  Service 

Details  of  Mass  Radiography  Surveys  at  Denbighshire  Schools 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  Schoolchildren 

The  total  number  of  children  given  R.C.G.  vaccination 
as  contacts  to  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  was  61. 

Most  regrettably  it  was  impossible  to  perform  routine 
skin-testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  schoolchildren  in  the 
13  year  old  age  group  owing  to  the  time  taken  up  by  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme. 

School  Milk. 

Except  for  one  school  which  received  dried  milk,  all 
schools  in  the  County  were  supplied  with  either  pasteurised 
or  tuberculin  tested  milk  in  one-third  pint  bottles. 


Medical  Examinations. 

(a)  School  Meals  Service. 

A total  of  167  medical  examinations  of  school  canteen 
workers  were  performed  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 

(b)  Teachers  and  Students. 

171  teachers  and  70  entrants  to  teachers’  training 
colleges  were  medically  examined. 

(c)  Employment  of  Schoolchildren. 

The  Education  Act,  1944  (Section  59)  provides  that,  if 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  any  pupil  is 
being  employed  in  a manner  likely  to  be  prejudical  to  his 
health  or  render  him  unfit  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  of  the 
education  provided  for  him,  the  Authority  may  prohibit  or 
impose  such  restrictions  on  his  employment  as  they  consider 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  child. 

Dtiring  the  year  98  schoolchildren  were  medically 
examined  in  respect  of  their  suitability  for  employment  out 
of  school  hours. 
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Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools  and  School  Canteen 

Premises 

Schools  and  school  canteens  throughout  the  County  were 
inspected  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  whose  observations 
are  summarised  as  follows : — 

Schools 

No.  Unstatisfactory 


Cleanliness  — 

Ventilation  2 

Lighting  8 

Heating  5 

Sanitary  Accommodation  20 

Water  Supply  18 

Clothes  Drying  Facilities  36 


School  Canteens 

No.  Unsatisfactory 


Cleanliness  — 

Ventilation  4 

lighting  2 

Sanitary  Accommodation  12 

Washing  up  facilities  2 


The  Handicapped  Child 

The  problems  affecting  the  handicapped  child  are  many 
and  varied,  the  satisfactory  solution  of  which  gives  those 
concerned  a real  sense  of  achievement  and  is  a spur  to 
further  effort.  It  is  often  difficult  to  decide  in  individual 
cases  what  is  the  best  form  of  educational  treatment  to 
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apply,  for  irrespective  of  the  nature  of  the  handicap 
several  factors  must  be  given  very  careful  consideration, 
for  example:  the  wishes  of  the  parents;  the  physical  and 
emotional  state  of  the  child;  his  intellectual  capacity,  and 
educational  progress. 

The  work  in  this  field  during  the  year  has  been  notable 
for  the  active  help  and  support  given  by  schoolteachers 
amongst  whom  there  is  an  ever  increasing  insight  into 
the  problem  of  the  handicapjjed  child.  The  case  outlined 
briefly  below  is  but  one  example  of  this. 

(R.W.)  A boy  aged  years  with  paralysis  of  both  legs 
following  Poliomyelitis. 

On  discharge  from  hosiptal  this  child  was  able  to 
move  about  slowly  and  laboriously  with  the  aid  of  crutches 
and  weight-bearing  calipers.  It  was  felt  that  although  he 
would  probably  require  special  schooling  eventually,  it 
would  be  best  for  him  to  make  a start  at  the  local  primary 
school. 

He  was  accepted  here  on  condition  that  if  the 
responsibility  of  looking  after  him  became  too  much  of  a 
burden  on  the  teaching  staff  that  he  would  be  withdrawn 
from  the  school. 

The  stimulus  of  mixing  with  normal  children  has  had 
a remarkable  effect  on  the  boy.  He  has  for  the  most  part  dis- 
carded his  crutches  and  he  was  recently  observed  at  play 
by  one  of  the  medical  officers  making  a worthy  effort  to 
retrieve  a ball  in  competition  with  the  other  children. 

The  teaching  staff  rightly  feel  a great  sense  of  achieve- 
ment in  having  materially  assisted  in  the  child’s 
rehabilitation. 


Table  iNo.  14. 

No.  of  pupils  ascertained  as  Handicapped  Children  during 
1958. 


Category 

No.  of  pupils 
ascertained  in  1958 

Blind  

2 

Partially  sighted  

3 

Deaf  

1 

Partially  deaf  

— 

Delicate  

1 

Physically  handicapped  

1 

Educationally  sub-normal  ... 

8 

Maladjusted  

1 

Epileptic  

— - 

Speech  Defect  (requiring 
special  schooling)  

— 

Total  

17 

Position  as  to  Special  .Educational  Treatment  on  31st  Dece  mber,  1958. 
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Table  No.  16. 


Number  of  Denbighshire  children  interviewed  at  Clinics 

during  1958 


Clinic 

No.  of 
individual 
children 

Psychia- 

trist 

(children) 

i* 

<u 

■M 

« r 

u Z 

E e; 

Psycholo- 

gist 

(children) 

U 

<D 

««  t: 

E E 

P.S.W. 

(parents 

and/or 

guardians) 

U 

V 

■£ 

2 | 

E E 

Wrexham  ... 

116 

75 

134 

70 

47 

54 

187 

Colwvn  Bay 

30 

14 

170 

14 

46 

14 

117 

Rhvl  

33 

11 

127 

11 

20 

14 

84 

179 

100 

431 

95 

113 

82 

448 
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Table  No.  17. 


Number  of  Visits  during  1958 


Psychiatric  Social  Worker 

Psychologist 

Home  visits 

Visits  to  other 
social  workers 

School  visits 

Visits  to  other 
social  workers 

88 

14 

46 

8 

Table  No.  18. 


Number  of  Referrals  received  during  1958  (Denbighshire) 


Name  of  Referring  Agency 

Number  of  Referrals 

School  Medical  Officer  

40 

General  Practitioners  

19 

Consultant  Paediatricians  

4 

Other  Medical  Specialists  

13 

Courts  and  Probation  Officers  

12 

Other  Social  Workers  

2 

Parents  

3 

Children’s  Officer  ...••• 

28 

Headteachers  

1 

122 
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Children  in  Need  of  Special  Schooling. 

Blind. 

There  is  one  blind  child  aged  7 years  awaiting  admission 
to  a special  school.  Parental  consent  has  not  yet  been 
obtained. 

Partially  Sighted. 

The  two  children  awaiting  admission,  to  a special  school 
are  likely  to  be  offered  vacancies  in  the  near  future. 

Deaf. 

The  one  deaf  child  in  the  County  not  yet  placed  in  a 
suitable  school  is  unfortunately  extremely  retarded  in  his 
mental  development.  He  is,  however,  likely  to  be  given  a 
trial  at  a special  School  in  a few  months  time. 

Physically  Handicapped. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  the 
special  school  to  be  built  in  Llandudno.  This  will  meet  the 
needs  of  Denbighshire  Children. 

Educationally  Subnormal. 

The  new  special  day  school  being  built  in  Wrexham 
will  cater  for  most  of  the  educationally  subnormal  children 
at  present  attending  special  boarding  schools,  those  in  the 
existing  special  day  school  and  many  of  the  E.S.N.  pupils 
attending  ordinary  schools  in  the  Wrexham  area. 

Action  Under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944 

During  the  year  11  children  were  excluded  from  school 
under  section  57  (3)  of  the  Act  as  being  incapable  of  receiving 
education  at  school  owing  to  mental  retardation. 

6 children  were  reported  under  section  57(5)  of  the 
Act  as  requiring  supervision  after  leaving  school. 

Child  Guidance. 

The  North  Wales  Child  Guidance  service  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Simmons  continued  to  function  in  Denbigh- 
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shire  at  the  Colwvn  Bay  and  Wrexham  Clinics.  The  numbers 
of  children  referred  for  investigation  from  the  various 
sources  (see  table  18)  have  greatly  increased  and  the  School 
Health  Department  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  child  guidance 
team  for  their  help  and  support  at  all  times. 

The  clinic  premises  at  ‘Gatefield,’  Wrexham,  are  however 
deplorable  and  in  their  present  state  unworthy  of  the  Service, 
and  an  affront  to  both  patients  and  staff.  Extensive  repairs 
and  redecorations  are  essential  to  bring  the  premises  to  a 
satisfactory  standard. 


Report  of  the  Principal  School  Dental 


'This  has  proved  a most  disappointing  year  due  partly 
to  a certain  amount  of  disorganisation  in  our  endeavour  to 
give  priority  to  the  Poliomyelitis  injections.  In  its  early 
days  it  was  deemed  advisable  not  to  extract  teeth  for  a period 
•either  side  of  the  Poliomyelitis  injection.  As  these  pre- 
•cautions  are  no  longer  considered  necessary,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  position  will  be  improved  next  year.  The  other  limiting 
factor  has  been  a considerable  loss  of  time  due  to  sickness 
amongst  the  Staff. 

1 would  like  to  bring  to  your  notice  a practice  that  has 
become  increasingly  evident  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
There  is  evidence  that  a number  of  parents,  who  have 
■consistently  refused  dental  treatment  for  their  children  or 
who  have  promised  to  take  them  to  their  own  dentist  have 
failed  to  do  so.  When  faced  with  the  prospect  of  paying 
50  per  cent  for  the  supply  of  dentures  under  the  National 
Health  Act,  wish  then  to  take  advantage  of  the  School  Dental 
Service  which  supplies  them  free  of  charge. 

I feel  verv  strongly  that  this  is  a practice  which  should 
be  discouraged  as,  owing  to  a universal  shortage  of  dental 
officers,  time  should  not  be  devoted  to  these  cases  at  the 
expense  of  the  parents  who  are  anxious  that  their  children 
•should  be  treated  by  the  School  Dental  Service. 


The  increase  of  a further  session  per  week  to  the 
■orthodontic  service  has  helped  to  cut  down  the  waiting-  lists 
t|!  some  extend  but  it  is  still  too  large.  This  causes  anxiety 
because  the  age  limits  between  which  this  type  of  treatment 
may  be  performed  most  effectively  are  rather  close. 

The  Consultant  Orthodontist  reports  as  follows: — 

Since  its  inception  in  1953,  the  Orthodontic  clinic  has 
grown  steadily,  and  with  its  growth,  the  demand  for  advice  and 
treatment  for  children  in  the  area  has  increased  correspond- 
ingly. It  was  found  necessary  therefore  to  increase  the 
number  of  sessions  devoted  to  orthodontics  by  one  full 
session  per  week.  This  has  allowed  the  reduction  of  the 
list  of  those  awaiting  advice  and  treatment  to  manageable 
proportion.  The  installation  of  an  x-ray  machines  etc. 


It  is  noted  that  although  the  cases  referred  by  the 
Senior  Dental  Officer  and  his  staff  make  up  the  majority  of 
.admissions  for  treatment,  some  cases  are  referred  by  private 
•dental  practitioners  in  the  area,  others  by  the  Consultant 
Oral  Surgeon,  and  some  directly  from  other  Authorities, 
■e.g. : The  Liverpool  Hospitals.  There  also  occur,  not 

infrequently,  requests  for  treatment  by  parents  directly, 
whose  awareness  of  their  own  children’s  nee.d  has  been 
fostered  by  personal  contact  with  other  children  who  are 
already  under  the  care  of  this  clinic. 

Orthodontic  treatment  is  an  aspect  of  dentistry  that  is 
.self  evident.  Few  people  are  aware  of  the  amount  of  work 
that  is  involved,  for  example,  in  carrying  out  fillings  in 
-children’s  teeth,  and  there  is  little  to  show  for  several 
appo.ntments  devoted  to  this  essential  conservative  treat- 
ment. There  are.  however,  very  few  who  can  fail  to 
.appreciate  the  improvement  that  can  occur  when  the  treat- 
ment of  a gross  Orthodontic  condition  is  progressing 
satisfactorily.  It  is  felt  therefore  that  when  a comprehensive 
■service  comprising  both  general  and  specialised  dentistry  is 
•established,  both  sides  benefit  mutually.  Such  is  to  be  the 
•case  in  this  area,  assisted  by  the  close  co-operation  of  the 
'Consultant  in  Oral  Surgery  to  the  Welsh  Hospital  Board. 


In  1958.  a total  of  160  sessions  were  devoted  to 
'Orthodontics,  during  which  there  were  1.675  attendances 
•or  an  average  attendance  of  10.47  children  per  session. 
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249  new  cases  were  examined. 

229  were  admitted  for  treatment. 

2 refused  treatment. 

18  no  orthodontic  intervention  was  advised. 

During  the  year  treatment  was  completed  for  85  cases. 
5 cases  were  transferred  to  other  authorities  on  leaving  the 
district,  and  in  8 cases  treatment  was  discontinued  because 
the  patient’s  record  of  attendance  was  unsatisfactory. 

179  fixed  appliances  were  made  and  inserted. 

72  removable  appliances  were  made  and  inserted. 

11  cases  were  treated  by  Surgery  other  than  simple 
extractions. 


Clinics. 

These  have  been  maintained  in  very  good  condition; 
a certain  amount  of  new  equipment  has  been  purchased  to 
replace  worn-out  parts,  and  painting  and  decorating  are 
proceeding  according  to  plan.  The  old  problem  of  temporary 
accommodation  being  provided  in  the  rural  schools  still 
remains  with  us.  To  relieve  this  pressure  it  is  hoped  that  t 
during  the  coming  year,  extended  use  of  the  ambulance 
service  to  bring  children  from  outlying  districts  to  a central  1 
clinic  may  be  made  use  of. 

Staff. 

The  position  remains  the  same,  but  there  is  a certain  I 
restlessness,  particularly  amongst  the  younger  members,  | 
owing  to  the  delayed  negotiation  on  the  question  of  salary,  j 
This  at  the  moment  remains  substantially  below  the  outside 
nett  earnings  of  private  practitioners. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  my  staff  for  then 
continued  willingness  to  help,  also  the  Assistant  Medical  j 
Officers,  and  County  Nursing  Staff  for  their  help  and  need  , 
I add,  encouragement.  To  the  headteachers  and  their  staff  I 
I would  like  to  say  thank  you  for  your  help.  As  1 pointed  I 
out  earlier,  the  injections  for  Poliomyelitis  rather  disorgan-J 
ised  things,  necessitating  more  than  one  visit  to  the  same  1 
school.  With  few  exceptions,  they  taok  on  this  extra  work 
without  a grumble. 
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Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried'  out  by  the  Authority 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s 


Dental  Officers : — 

(a)  At  Periodic  Inspection  10540 

(b)  As  Specials  919 

Total  (1)  11459 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  7043 

(3)  Number  offered  treatment  7043 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  8877 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  10686 

(6)  Half  days  devoted  to : — 

Periodic  Inspection  128 

Treatment  1631 

Total  (6)  1759 

(7)  Fillings: — 

Permanent  Teeth  4355 

Temporary  Teeth  1363 

Total  (7)  5718 

(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled: — 

Permanent  Teeth  3958 

Temporary  Teeth  1363 

5321 


Total  (8) 


42 


(9)  Extractions: — 

Permanent  Teeth  2844 

Temporary  Teeth  4773 

Total  (9)  7617 


(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 


extraction  2661 

Total  (10)  2661 


(11)  Orthodontics: — 

(a)  Cases  commenced  during  the  year  

(b)  Cases  carried  forward  from  previous 

year  

(c)  Cases  completed  during  the  year  

(d)  Cases  discontinued  during  the  vear  

(e)  Pupils  treated  with  appliances  

(f)  Removable  appliances  fitted  

(g)  Fixed  applances  fitted  

(h)  Total  attendances  

(12)  Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial 

dentures  

(13)  Other  Operations: — 

Permanent  Teeth  „ 

Temporary  Teeth  


237 

28 

82 

8 


145 

1780 


61 


189 


Total  (13) 


189 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Physical  Education  Organisers 
for  the  School  Y«ar  1957-58. 

Teaching  Accommodation. 

There  is  some  improvement  in  the  indoor  accommodation 
available  in  the  Secondary  Modern  Schools  and  also  in  some 
of  our  Junior  Schools.  It  has  been  possible  to  improve  the 
facilities  in  Acrefair  Secondary  Modern  School  at  a very 
moderate  cost;  with  the  completion  of  the  Building 
Programme  for  Llangollen  Grammar  School  and  the 
Llanrwst  area,  Denbigh  will  be  the  only  area  without  a 
gymnasium. 

There  are  a number  of  Secondary  Schools  still  without 
adequate  facilities. Brynteg  and  Penygelli  have  no  indoor 
accommodation. 

The  following  schools  have  accommodation  in  halls 
without  fixed  apparatus : — Llanrwst  Modern,  Abergele 
Modern,  Caledfrvn  Denbigh,  Pendorlan  Colwyn  Bay, 
Victoria  Secondary  Modern,  Wrexham  and  Llanrhaeadr-ym- 
Mochnant. 

Athletics. 

Denbighshire  Secondary  Schools  Athletic  Association. 

Unfortunately  this  meeting  had  to  be  abandoned  at  the 
commencement  of  the  afternoon  session  as  the  track  was 
completely  washed  out.  Competitors  in  the  final  events  met 
again  on  the  following  Wednesday  evening  and  the  full 
programme  was  completed,  but  it  was  decided  not  to  award 
trophies  for  this  year. 

A full  team  of  boys  and  girls  travelled  to  the  University 
ground.  Llanrhymney,  Cardiff,  for  the  Welsh  Championship 
Meeting. 

No  trophy  was  awarded  in  the  girls’  section  but  the  final 
placings  were:  1.  Glamorgan,  2.  Carmarthen  and  Denbigh- 
shire. M.  Zeraschi,  Pendorlan  School  won  three  firsts  in 
the  Junior  section  and  broke  the  record  in  the  Long  Jumo 
event. 
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British  Empire  Games,  Cardiff,  July  1958. 

Daphne  Williams,  Colwyn  Bay  Grammar  School  was  a 
member  of  the  Welsh  Team  competing  at  the  British  Empire 
Games  in  July. 

J.  B.  Wooley,  R.  Dodd,  Neville  Whithead,  ex  Denbigh- 
shire Schoolboys  were  members  of  the  men’s  team. 

The  Organiser  and  two  members  of  the  County  Athletic 
Association  were  honoured  by  officiating  at  the  Games. 

In  connection  with  the  official  Opening  of  the  Games,  36 
Denbighshire  Schoolboys  took  part  in  the  Queen's  Message 
Relay  Team. 

Wrexham  Junior  Schools  Association  at  Acton  Park, 
Wrexham. 

Alderman  Hampson  Cup — Tanyfron  C.P.  School. 

F.A.  Crane  Cup — Gresford  Aided  School. 

Association  Cup — ATctoria  Junior  School. 

Wrexham  Senior  Schools  Association  Meeting  at  Technical 
College,  Wrexham. 

Association  Cup  Boys — Victoria  Modern  School. 
Association  Cup  Girls — Alexandra  Modern  School. 
Teachers’  Cup — Rhostyllen  Modern  School. 

Vale  of  Clwyd  Junior  Schools  Athletic  Association. 

Solly  Hyman  Challenge  Shield — Borthyn  Junior  Controll- 
ed School. 

Evan  Roberts  Challenge  Cup — Henllan  C.P.  School. 

T.  P.  Roberts  Challenge  Cup — Prion  Aided. 

Colwyn  Bay  and  Abergele  Schools’  Athletic  Association. 

W.  Knowles  Trophy — Colwyn  Ba)r  C.P.  School. 
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W.  Howison  Trophy — St.  Joseph’s  R.C.  School. 

L.  T.  Salts  Trophy— St.  George  Junior  Controlled  School. 

Cerrigydrudion  and  District  Schools’  Athletic  Association. 

This  meeting  is  run  on  an  individual  and  not  inter-school 
basis.  The  winners  in  each  event  are  awarded  Certificates. 

Swimming. 

The  attendance  at  the  Wrexham  Borough  and  Rhos-on- 
Sea  Swimming  Baths  has  been  satisfactory.  'The  number  of 
children  attending  during  the  winter  months  in  the 
Wrexham  Borough  is  increasing  and  this  should  improve 
the  general  standard  of  swimming  in  the  borough. 

County  Certificates  were  awarded  as  follows: — 

Wrexham  Area. 

Elementary  208 
Proficiency  41 
Advanced  13 

Colwyn  Bay  Area. 

Elementary  92 
Proficiency  22 
Advanced  11 

Junior  Schools’  Swimming  Gala,  Wrexham. 

Junior  Boys’  Championship — Rhosddu  CP.  School. 

Junior  Girls’  Championship — Victoria  C.P.  School. 

E.  Wilson  Trophy  Junior  Girls  Squadron — Victoria  C.P. 
School. 


Y.M.C.A.  Cup  Junior  Boys’  Squadron — Boys’  Controlled 
School,  Wrexham. 


Senior  Schools1  Gala,  Wrexham. 

Senior  Hoys’  Championship — St.  Mary’s  R.C.  School. 

Senior  Girls  Championship — Alexandra  Modern  School. 

I M.  Owen  Shield  Bovs’  Squadron — Victoria  Modern 
School. 

C.  H.  Wilks  and  Son  Challenge  Cup  Girls'  Squadron — 
— Alexandra  Modern  School. 

Association  Football. 

Wrexham  and  District  Junior  Schools’  League. 

League  Cup — Gwersyllt  C.P.  School. 

K"ock  Out  Competition — Gwersyllt  C.P.  School. 

District  Team — Rhosllannerchrugog  Won  4-0.,  Won 
5-1  Flintshire  Lost  3-1.  Drew  2-2. 

Rhosllannerchrugog  and  District  Junior  Schools 
Association. 

District  Team — Lost  Wrexham  4-0,  5-1. 

Wrexham  and  District  Senior  Schools’  League. 

League  Cup— Technical  College. 

Knock  Out  Competition — Technical  College. 

Smaller  Schools’  Competition — Rhostvllen  Modern 
ScIk  id. 

Clwyd  and  Conway  Schools’  League. 

League  Cup  (Clwyd  Area)— Denbigh  Grammar 
School. 

Knockout  Competition — John  Bright  Grammar  3 
Denbigh  Grammar  School  1. 
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Denbighshire  Grammar  Schools  Football  Competitiomi. 

Hast  Zone — l.lanrwst  Grammar  School 
West  Zone — Ruabon  Grammar  School. 

Inter  Zone  Final — Ruabon  Grammar  School. 

Welsh  Schools’  Football  Association  Shield  Competition. 

Glwyd  and  Conway — Lost  in  group  qualifying  round. 

Wrexham  and  District — Lost  in  Final  to  Swansea 

0-0,  2-1. 

English  Schools’  Football  Association  Cup  Competition. 

Clvvyd  and  Conway — Round  1,  Beat  Chester  2-1  ; Round 
2,  Lost  Stockport  4-2. 

Wrexham  arid  District — Round  1,  W'irral  (Won);  Round 
2,  Leek  (Won);  Round  2,  Stockport  (Lost). 

International  Caps. 

T.  Hennessey — Grove  Park. 

R.  Gilpin — Grove  Park. 

T.  Haddocks — Grove  Park. 


NetbalL 

The  Annual  Tournaments  were  held  at  Pendorlan, 
( olwyn  Bay  and  Grove  Park.  Wrexham,  and  the  Final 
( hampionship  and  Trials  at  Caledfryn,  Denbigh.  A Tour- 
nament for  the  smaller  schools  was  arranged  at  Grove  Park 
dur.-ng  the  Spring  Term.  Altogether  eighteen  schools  took 
part  in  these  Tournaments  in  the  Senior  and  [unior  age 
gn  -ups. 

Results. 

Wrexham  Area  Tournament. 

Seniors — Alexandra  Modern;  Runners  up — Grove 
Park. 
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Juniors — Brynteg  Modern  ; Runners  up — Grove  Park. 
Group  B.  Schools — Rhostyllen  Modern. 

Colwyn  Bay  Area  Tournament. 

Seniors — Brigidine  Convent,  Denbigh  ; Runners  up — 
Abergele  Modern  School. 

Juniors — Caledfryn  Modern,  Denbigh  ; Runners  up — 
Pendorlan,  Colwyn  Bay. 

County  'Championship. 

Ethel  Hovev  Challenge  'Trophy  for  Seniors — 
Brigidine  Convent,  Denbigh. 

T.  P.  Roberts  Challenge  Cup  for  Juniors — Caledfryn 
Modern  School,  Denbigh. 

The  County  Team  had  an  excellent  season  and  the 
standard  of  play  was  very  high.  Five  of  our  County  Team 
played  for  North  Wales  against  South  Wales  at  Cardiff  and 
won  their  match  by  an  easy  margin. 

Mass  Nesta  Williams  was  again  selected  to  play  for  the 
Welsh  Team  at  the  International  Tournament  in  Scotland. 

Several  of  our  teachers  attended  a Netball  Course  held  at 
Rhyl  in  November  for  the  North  Wales  Counties. 

County  Team  Results. 

Dec.  7th,  1957  v Flints — won  7-3. 

v Monts. — won  12-8. 

Feb.  15th,  1958  v Caerns. — won-  22-2. 

March  15th,  1958  v Flints — won  25-8. 

North  Wales  Tournament  at  iNewtown,  Monts.,  Feb.  lstr 
1958. 

Denbighshire  Schoolgirls  v Merioneth— won  16.4. 

v Monts.  Juniors — won  20-1. 
v Flint  Juniors — won  16-4. 


x 
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Hockey. 

The  County  Inter  Schools  Tournament  was  held  at 
Brynhvfryd,  Ruthin,  and  Abergele  Grammar  School  won  the 
b.  L.  Williams  Challenge  Cup  for  the  third  successive  year. 
Colwyn  Bay  Grammar  School  were  second.  The  County 
Trials  were  held  at  Colwyn  Bay  Grammar  School. 

L nfortunately  the  hockey  season  generally  was  a 
disastrous  one  owing  to  the  very  bad  weather  and  con- 
sequent state  of  the  pitches.  We  were  only  able  to  take  part 
iii  the  North  Wales  Tournament  at  Prestatyn  and  this  ended 
in  a snowstorm.  Denbighshire  came  equal  first  with  Flint- 
shire in  the  final  placings.  All  County  fixtures  were 
cancelled. 

Tennis. 

Pendorlan  School,  Colwyn  Bay  Grammar  School, 
Caledfrvn  School,  Denbigh,  and  Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant, 
continue  to  use  the  nearby  public  Courts  for  coaching 
purposes.  Inter-School  matches  are  arranged  by  the  Schools 
themselves  with  other  schools  in  their  area. 

Cricket. 

A number  of  indoor  cricket  coaching-  sessions  were  taken 
by  the  Organiser  at  the  Denbighshire  Technical  College,  for 
teachers  in.  the  Wrexham  area  and  members  of  Clubs 
affiliated  to  the  Denbighshire  County  Cricket  Club.  At  the 
termination  of  the  course  an  examination  was  held  and 
and  successful  candidates  were  awarded  a Denbighshire 
County  Cricket  Club  Coaching  Certificate. 

Denbigshire  Grammar  Schools  XI. 

A game  was  played  at  Grove  Park  School  against  the 
Denbighshire  County  2nd  XI. 

Denbighshire  Grammar  Schools  70,  County  Club  71  for  5 
wickets. 

\.  W.  Spencer,  Colwyn  Bay  Grammar  School,  played  for 
the  Welsh  Secondary  Schools  against  England.  He  was  the 
onlv  North  Walian  to  be  selected. 
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Folk  Dancing. 

Folk  Dancing  is  placed  high  on  the  list  of  after  School  I 
Activities  in  most  of  our  Secondary  Modern  and  Grammar  ; 
Schools  and  most  of  our  Junior  Schools  include  it  in  their 
Phvsical  Education  Syllabus.  St.  Davids,  Wrexham  and 
Llangollen  Grammar  School  came  first  in  their  particular 
age  groups  at  the  Urdd  National  Eisteddfod  in  Mold. 

We  are  justly  proud  of  the  Llansannan  and  Bylchau  Folk  j 
Dance  Group,  who  succeeded  in  placing  Wales  on  the  map 
by  winning  second  place  at  the  International  Eisteddfod,  \ 
Llangollen!  This  group  includes  old  pupils  of  the  Caledfryn 
School,  Denbigh. 

The  Wrexham  Schools  Annual  Folk  Dance  Party  was  ] 
held  in  St.  Mary’s  Institute,  Wrexham,  early  in  December  and  j 
a similar  one  for  the  Denbigh  Area  at  Caledfryn  School.  I 
Denbigh.  Proceeds  from  both  these  events  were  donated  j 
to  the  Netball  and  Hockey  Association  funds. 


Teachers  Courses. 

Demonstration  lessons  for  Infant  teachers  were  held  at 
Chirk  Infant  School  and  Abergele  Infant  School.  Miss 
Hopkin  Tones,  H.M.T.  attended  these  demonstrations  and  led 
the  discussion  following  the  practical  sessions. 

A demonstration  lesson  with  both  Infants  and  Juniors  was 
held  at  Llangedwvn  for  the  teachers  in  the  IJanrhaeadr- 
ym-Mochnant  Area. 


Demonstrations  for  the  Secondary  Modern  Age  Group 
(Girls)  were  held  at  St.  David’s  School.  Wrexham  and 
Caledfryn  Modern  School,  Denbigh.  At  both  these  sessions 
the  modern  approach  in  movement  training  was  taken  by  the 
P.E.  teachers  of  the  schools  concerned. 

At  the  Urdd  National  Eisteddfod  held  in  Mold  the 
Wrexham  Welsh  School  won  1st  place  in  the  P.E.  Com- 
petition for  |unior  Schools.  Grove  Park  Girls  were  placed 
1st  and  2nd  in  their  age  groups.  Brynhyfrvd  boys  team 
were  second  in  the  under  15  gymnastic  Competition. 
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Playing  Fields  Maintenance  Service. 

A considerable  number  of  new  schools  have  been  built 
in  recent  years  and  as  each  additional  school  has  many 

acres  of  playing  fields  and  extensive  lawns,  the  existing 
arrangements  for  maintenance  are  totally  inadequate  to 
meet  the  present  increased  acreage.  If  the  fields  are  to  be 
properly  maintained,  additions  both  in  manpower  and 
equipment  are  essential. 

The  Organisers  wish  to  express  their  sincere  thanks 
for  the  whole-hearted  support  of  the  Education  Committee, 
the  Director  of  Education,  his  Deputy  and  the  Office  Staff 
for  their  helpfulness  at  all  times  and  the  co-operation  of 
Head  Teachers  and  staffs  in  the  County. 

E.  DANIELS  JONES, 

R.  G.  HUGHES, 

Physical  Education  Organisers. 
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School  Health  Service  and  School 

Clinics 


Return  for  31st  December,  1958 


I. — Staff  of  School  Health  Service 

(excluding  Child  Guidance) 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  M.  T.  Islwyn  Jones 
Principal  School  Dental  Officer:  Mr.  J.  G.  Roberts 
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(a)  Medical  Officers: 

(1)  Whole-time  School  Health  Service  — — 

(2)  Whole-time  School  Health  and 

Local  Health  Service  10  4.06 

(3)  General  Practitioners  working  part- 

time  in  the  School  Health  Service  — • — 
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(b)  Dental  Officers  1 5 

(c)  Physiotherapists,  Speech  Therapists,  etc.  1 1 

(d)  (1)  School  Nurses  29  13.00 

(2)  No.  of  the  above  who  hold  a Health 

Visitor's  Certificate  24  

(e)  Nursing  Assistants  — 

(f)  Dental  Attendants  7 6.30. 


— Number  of  School  Clinics  (i.e.,  premises  at  which  Clinics 
are  held  for  schoolchildren)  provided  by  the  Local  Educa- 
tion Authority  for  the  Medical  and/or  Dental  Examination 
and  Treatment  of  Pupils  attending  Maintained  Primary  and 

Secondary  Schools. 


Number  of  School  Clinics 


...  9 


jn. Type  of  Examination  and/or  Treatment  provided  at  the 

School  Clinics  returned  in  Section  II,  either  directly  by  the 
Authority  or  under  arrangements  made  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  Examination  and/or  Treatment  to  be 
carried  out  at  the  Clinic. 


Examination  and/or  Treatment 


Number  of  School 
Clinics  (i.e.,  premi- 
ses) where  such 
treatment  is  pro- 
vided. 
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(1)  (2)  (3) 

(a)  Minor  ailment  and  other  non-specialist 

examination  or  treatment  9 — 


(b)  Dental  

<c)  Ophthalmic  

i d)  Ear,  Xosc  and  Throat 

< e)  Orthopaedic  

(f)  Paediatric  

<g)  Speech  Therapy 

(h)  Others  
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IV. — Child  Guidance  Clinics. 

A “ Child  Guidance  Service  ” is  pr<  vidcd  in  coniuntion 
with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  four  sessions  are  held 
weekly. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  staff: 


Staff  of  Centres 

.)  Numbei 
)lwyn  Hay 
and 

Vrexham 

(b)  Equivalent 
whole-time 

in  number  of 
Officers* 

Wrexham 

Cohvvn  Bay 

(a)  Psychiatrists 

z 

2/11 

4/11 

(b)  Educational 
Psychologists 

2 

2/11 

3/11 

f(c)  Psychiatric 
Social  W’ker 

1 

4/11 

(d)  Child  Psycho- 
Therapist 

1 

2/11 

1/H 

(e)  Others 

1 1 

] 

■ — 

* 11/llths  are  given  to  represent  “full-time”  in 
the  National  Health  Service. 

fNo  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  available  in  \\  rexham  since 
Jtuly,  1958. 


Handicapped  Pupils  requiring  Education  at  Special  Schools  or  Boarding  in  Boarding  Homes. 
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Handicapped  Pupils  requiring  Education  at  Special  Schools  or  Boarding  in  Boarding  Homes. 

(continued) — 
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